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 1 
Present Members:  Timothy Lepore, Jennifer Iller, Melissa Murphy, and Parker Richards 2 
 3 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Nantucket Cyrus Peirce Cafeteria. 4 
 5 
Chairman Tim Lepore opened the meeting. Jennifer Iller made a motion to add to the agenda, a vote on the Modular 6 
Classroom contract acceptance. Melissa Murphy seconded and it was approved unanimously. 7 
 8 
Presentations and Discussions of Interest to the Committee 9 
Coordinated Program Review – Director of Special Services, Nancy Miller 10 
Mrs. Miller reviewed the results of the Coordinated Program Review Final Report, a summary of findings for Civil 11 
Rights and Special Education.  She reviewed the timeline which began in April 2012 with our submission of self-12 
reporting for Civil Rights and Special Education.  Then the self-report for English Language Learners, followed by 13 
the preparation for the CPR visiting team, their draft reports, their final public report, our corrective action plan, and 14 
wrapping up through September 2014 with our corrective plan implemented.  The report was thorough with a small 15 
number of issues that needed to be addressed.  Out of 67 Special compliance criteria, there were only 5 requiring 16 
attention and of 30 for Civil Rights compliance criteria, only 1 requiring attention.  When these are categorized, there 17 
are three that were paperwork issues, 2 that were facility issues and one was an organizational issue.  Of the 18 
paperwork, the visiting team felt that some of our IEP paperwork lacked sufficient details and required more 19 
specifics detailed in summaries of record.  The organization noted the Parent Advisory Council (PAC) did not meet 20 
regularly and with not enough meetings, the council has not had a significant enough role in advising the district in 21 
matters pertaining to the education and safety of the students with disabilities. The two facility concerns were in CPS 22 
where the special education classrooms were clustered at one end of the hallway, and the visiting team felt that those 23 
students were isolated from the academic life of the school; and in NES, cluster spaces used for ELL instruction were 24 
too public and therefore, not comparable to classrooms used by other students in the district. These items have been 25 
remedied. There was some question whether these fixes were band-aid fixes due to enrollment numbers to which the 26 
answer was yes, and that it forces creative thinking. 27 
 28 
MCAS Results Report – Director of Curriculum, Abbie Lareau 29 
Mrs. Lareau began her presentation with a quick review of what is the MCAS, who takes them, and what they assess.  30 
MCAS has three primary purposes: to inform and improve curriculum and instruction; to evaluate student, school 31 
and district performance; and to determine if students meet state requirements.  All students from grades 3-10 take 32 
the myriad of tests in Spring and results are available generally in Fall of the same year.  Results are reported by 33 
achievement levels: advance, proficient, needs improvement and warning. Mrs. Lareau showed slides of each grade 34 
and in each curriculum area, English Language Arts (ELA), Mathematics, and Science.  Her indicators included NPS 35 
scores and also those of district and state scores.  NPS Scores are not as high in results as she would have hoped, and 36 
although the statistics shows our high school students scoring quite high, the NPS district as a whole shows some 37 
weak areas (notably mathematics) that need to be addressed.  One good note, two years ago, NPS was at a Level 3 38 

and we are now at a Level 2, meeting most, but not all of our targets.   Mrs. Lareau offered some things to 39 

celebrate:  100% of high school students were proficient or higher in ELA; NHS exceeded its target for 40 

high school graduation rate; 5
th

 grade demonstrated improvement in mathematics; our African 41 

American/Black subgroup showed improvements in math and science;our ELL/former ELL subgroup made 42 

improvements in ELA. 43 

 44 

However, we also have many challenges: Mathematics is a challenge area for the district; Open-ended 45 

responses across grade levels and content areas are weak; our high needs subgroups has been declining or is 46 

below target in all proficiency gap narrowing areas; our Hispanic/Latino subgroup showed declines in math 47 

and science; our low income sub group has experienced declines across proficiency gap areas. 48 

 49 
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 50 

It was acknowledged that the 10
th

 grade scores, which are consistently high, may be a result of assessments 51 

that are considerably easier than those for students in grades 3-9.   52 

 53 
Comments from the Public 54 
David Dickson commented the aggregate performance of NPS compared with the State was not good and made a 55 
point to note that our district fell short in all three curriculum areas.  He also stated that we are not servicing our sub-56 
groups and wanted to know what we were doing for outreach for parental involvement.  Fred Gustavson expressed 57 
his belief that the district needs to educate the parents of some of the sub-groups.  Superintendent Cozort stated 58 

that people are often quick to point to one cause for disappointing results. While he agreed that we are not 59 

where we want to be, he stated that there are undoubtedly many factors that play a role, including 60 

instructional materials, pacing, time on learning, Professional Development and teaching effectiveness. We 61 

will examine the data in depth and strategize to ensure fidelity to the Mass frameworks (inclusive of the 62 

Common Core State Standards and PARCC expectations).  We also will establish a Math Task force to 63 

investigate and implement research based best practices in mathematics.  Chair, Tim Lepore stated that 64 
education is valuable and the bottom line is that we must do a better job, improve upon what we are currently doing 65 
and that every student is a learner. 66 
 67 
Committee discussion and votes to be taken: 68 
Lunchboxes & Backpacks:  The Nantucket Sherriff’s office generously 100 lunchboxes and 80 backpacks to the 69 
NES, and Sherriff Perelman gave a public thank you to his office staff for help in facilitating the donation: 70 

 71 
“On behalf of the Nantucket School Committee, we thank you and accept your donation of  lunchboxes 72 
and backpacks on behalf of, NES and authorizes the school administration to take all necessary and usual 73 
steps to effect proper accounting ,bookkeeping and expenditures of the donation.” 74 

 75 
Jennifer Iller made a motion, which was seconded by Melissa Murphy to receive the donation and it was 76 
unanimously approved by a vote of the Committee. 77 
 78 
School Supplies Donation:  St. Paul’s Church generously donated calculators, notepads, notebook paper, binders and 79 
pencils to all three schools, and with the spearheading from member Mary Casey: 80 

 81 
“On behalf of the Nantucket School Committee, we thank you and accept your donation of school 82 
supplies on behalf of  NHS, CPS, NES and authorizes the school administration to take all necessary and 83 
usual steps to effect proper accounting ,bookkeeping and expenditures of the donation.” 84 

 85 
Jennifer Iller made a motion, which was seconded by Melissa Murphy to receive the donation and it was 86 
unanimously approved by a vote of the Committee. 87 
 88 
School Supplies Donation:  Chartwells, our Food Service, has made a donation (refund) of $500  89 

 90 
 91 
“On behalf of the Nantucket School Committee, we thank you and accept your donation of $500.00 on 92 
behalf of  NPS and authorizes the school administration to take all necessary and usual steps to effect 93 
proper accounting ,bookkeeping and expenditures of the donation.” 94 

 95 
Melissa Murphy made a motion, which was seconded by Jennifer Iller to receive the donation and it was 96 
unanimously approved by a vote of the Committee. 97 
 98 
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Budget Calendar: This revised draft for FY 2015 has been presented to the School Committee for a vote.  A motion 99 
to approve the budget calendar was made by Jennifer Iller and seconded by Melissa Murphy.  The motion was 100 
approved by a vote of the Committee. 101 
 102 
Field Hockey Overnight trip to Marblehead MA: NHS Field Hockey is going to play a game under the lights at 103 
Marblehead HS on Saturday, October 5, 2013.  They will leave early to watch a college game at Endicott College, 104 
play their own game in Marblehead and on Sunday morning watch a game at Northeastern University.  A motion to 105 
approve the overnight field trip was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Jennifer Iller and approved by  a vote 106 
of the Committee.  107 
 108 
Modular Classroom: Modular Space Corporation and NPS have contracted for a Modular building to be placed on 109 
site at NES to handle our growing population.  The previous bid did not result in a contract, and this bid was met by 110 
two respondents.    The lump sum contracted amount is $231,900 for three years.  A motion to approve the contract 111 
was made by Melissa Murphy, seconded by Jennifer Iller and approved by a vote of the committee. 112 
 113 
Transfers and Invoices:  A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded 114 
by Jennifer Iller.  The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 115 
 116 
Minutes:  A motion to approve the minutes of September 3, 2013, was made by Jenn Iller and seconded by Melissa 117 
Murphy, and was approved by a vote of the Committee. 118 
  119 
Superintendent’s Report 120 
On the Horizon 121 
Superintendent Cozort reviewed the agenda items for the next meeting on October 15, 2013: School Presentations, 122 
School Improvement Plans, 1

st
 Quarter Budget, Homeschooling report.  Superintendent Cozort recommended not to 123 

invite Glenn Koocher, MASC Exec. Director to lead and discuss Tri-Council.  There was some discussion about 124 
engaging new members to understand the relationship piece between School Committee and Council and Schools. 125 
 126 
Superintendent Cozort distributed his historical enrollment side by side of his monthly October 1 enrollment, which 127 
will be the official enrollment numbers for our state reporting.  The increase is astonishing as a total number of 128 
students at 1,483 up 100 students since last year and over 250 students in the four years.  NES is over capacity, CPS 129 
has hit its’ capacity and NHS is closing in its capacity.  He reiterated that he sent the numbers to the Town Manager, 130 
and other committees in our Town, and will continue to share his concern when planning for new school space 131 
options.  He voiced concern that the rapid increase also means that we must consider an increase in staff. 132 
 133 
Superintendent  acknowledged the vacancy of Jenny Garneau’s committee seat.  He shared that he has spoken with 134 
the Town Manager and the Board of Selectmen and the vacancy will be filled by a joint committee of the School 135 
Committee and the Board of Selectmen. The replacement will hold the position until Annual Town Meeting at which 136 
time there will be a election vote to fill the remaining time of the vacancy. 137 
 138 
Sub-Committee & Acknowledgements  139 
Parker Richards stated everything is off to a good start.  13 students ran for officers, seniors Carlos Chavez, Grace 140 
Dineen, Dylan O’Connor, Parker Richards filled the slots for the Executive board.  Lots of plans for Homecoming:  141 
Spirit week, hallway decorations, floats.  The infamous Halloween dance will be sponsored by ASAP this year.  142 
Student Council is planning on looking more closely at Student rights, specifically the dress code.  Student Council is 143 
also continuing discussion regarding an end of the year activity. 144 
 145 
Meeting adjourned at 7:46 PM 146 
 147 
Respectfully submitted, Logan O’Connor, School Committee Clerk 148 


